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The cold reality
of lake ice

Case dismissed!
Finally! After more than four years,
thousands of dollars in legal fees, and
countless hours put in by former LLPOA
president Bill Terribile and other community members, the New York Supreme Court Appellate Division, Second
Department, has
dismissed Zarlin’s
appeal in its suit
against Lake Lucille
and the Town of
Clarkstown.
According to the
court’s statement,
issued on January
23, 2013, the suit claimed the Lake
Lucille community “negligently maintained the Lake Lucille dam, causing
sediment to be deposited into the
plaintiffs’ pond.” But in its decision, the
court said the association attorneys had
submitted evidence “that sediment
flows through Lake Lucille naturally,

and that the sediment falls to the bottom
of the lake before reaching the dam.”
Duh. That’s not news to us.
The suit was brought against two LL
entities: the Lake Lucille Property Owners
Association (LLPOA) and the Lake Lucille
Community Association (LLCA), which
preceded the LLPOA
but is now essentially
a paper entity.
In 2008, our Board
of Trustees planned
to disband the LLCA,
which then owned
the lake property, and, as part of the
process, transferred the property to the
LLPOA. When we were notified of the
Zarlin suit, however, we were legally prevented from dissolving the LLCA. Got all
that? With the suit dismissed, the current
board will immediately begin disbanding
the LLCA to finish the process.

Ice skating, hockey,
and bonfires on a
frozen lake are traditional rites of winter in
Lake Lucille. But the
recent tragedy in
Mount Olive, NJ, in
which two 15-year-old
boys died after falling
through lake ice, reminds us that a frozen
lake can also bring
unforeseen risks.
Even if the lake looks solid, check that
it’s really safe before venturing out. There
are several people in the community, including members of the Klass and Murphy families, with the skill to measure
and evaluate the ice thickness.
After a week of well-below-freezing
temperatures, for example, Matt Murphy
recently found the ice in the middle of the
lake to be about five and a half inches.
This is about an inch more than the 4 1/2inch minimum they look for, and was
enough to strap on the skates and grab the
hockey sticks.
If you’re unsure about the thickness,
please ask. And remember, that the lake
freezes unevenly, so don’t go far from
where a measurement has been done.
Also, don’t go out on a freshly frozen
lake alone. If you see or hear the ice
cracking around you, quickly lie flat on
the ice to distribute your weight over a
greater area. Then crawl away.
For more information, check out the
website for the Lake George Association
(www.lakegeorge.com/winter/icesafety.cfm). It has detailed advice on what
to do if you fall through the ice or if
you’re with someone who does.

Community updates
Tending to the lake’s health
For several years, the Health of the Lake Committee, chaired by Juli Schaefer,
has been testing the water quality of Lake Lucille’s incoming and outgoing
streams, as part of a program being conducted by Rockland
County’s Division of Environmental Resources. Last summer,
they also started regular testing of the lake itself, using training they received at a conference of NY lake associations.
As we move forward, the HOTL committee will also be interacting with the Town of Clarkstown on matters related to
the dam and surrounding area, and with Allied Biological, an
aquatic management company, that is advising the board on
effective ways to maintain the lake’s health. So, there’s lots more to come.
Thanks to all who are helping in this effort, including Debi Albeyta, Judy Andersen, Kathleen Brennan, Melanie Harold, Barbara McCole, Steve Murphy,
Maryn Paul, Rik Paul, and Danny Petrow. All volunteers are welcome.

Details on the well generator
Superstorm Sandy reminded us of the tremendous value of having a backup
generator for the community well. Being in the dark is bad enough; being
without water adds to the hardship. Yes, it has taken a bit of time to research
the best system for us, but we now have a generator on order. It’s a 14kilowatt Generac standby model that can run on natural gas or propane. This
will have enough power for all the current and future needs of the pump
house and shed. I'm sure you have seen similar generators popping up
around the neighborhood. It looks like a big grey box, about twice the size of
an air-conditioner compressor. Since Sandy, these kinds of generators are on
a long backorder. Ours should come in a matter of weeks.
Mr. Electric of Garnerville will do the installation, as well as a fair amount of
electrical-panel and supply-line upgrading. The generator will be installed on a
concrete pad near the well
house. The current plan is to
hook up the generator to a
natural gas line that O&R will
run from an existing line under Lennox Way to a new meter,
but we’re still trying to work
out the arrangements. If this
happens, Raffa Plumbing will
run a gas line to the generator.
If this proves infeasible, the
generator will have to run on
propane, which will entail a
tank being installed.
For those who are interested, Mr. Electric also has agreed to do an operating training session once the generator is installed. This type of generator
turns on automatically when there’s a power blackout. A transfer switch detects the outage in the electrical grid and fires up the generator. On a regular
basis, the generator performs a self-check and "exercises" for an hour or so.
As with any internal combustion engine, there is also a certain amount of
maintenance involved, such as changing the oil twice a year.
In the spring, we are planning a work party to replace the roof of the house,
clean up inside, perhaps replace some insulation, and do some repointing of
the bricks. We will let you know about all of that. --Ron Wasserman

LLPOA Board of Trustees
President
Judy Andersen
Vice President Carol Kaney
Treasurer
Jon Arras
Secretary
Kathleen Brennan
Trustees: Jack Jacobs, Ed Klass, Burt
Leavitt, Steve Murphy, Marc Newman, Rik Paul, Danny Petrow, Juli
Schaefer, Bill Terribile

Who to contact:
Board business or questions:
Judy Andersen, 639-2457;
judy@advantagebuyer.com
Web site & directory: Carol Kaney,
634-1244, carolkaney@verizon.net
Newsletter: Rik Paul, 638-0567,
rikndebi@verizon.net

Committees
Maintenance: Marc Newman, 3232298, marcedwardnewman@yahoo.
com
Health of the Lake: Juli Schaefer,
304-3185, mzjulis@aol.com
Well: Ron Wasserman, 639-4082,
ronwass@trilaterus.com
Social: Jeanmarie Grahn, 634-8890,
jeanmariegrahn@gmail.com
Fishing derby: Rob Collazo, 638-1138,
collaz0@optonline.net

Submissions invited
We invite you to send us news,
announcements, articles, photos,
or ideas for the newsletter. Please
send them to Rik Paul at
rikndebi@verizon.net.

Meetings & events
Board meetings — Every
third Thursday of the month
Fishing derby – June (date to
be announced)
For the latest schedule, go
to: www.LakeLucille.com.

Meet the Board
At the general meeting in December, attendees elected a new Board of Trustees to handle community business, supervise
maintenance and improvements, and oversee the health of our lake and grounds. These volunteers often put in many
hours of work, with little recognition. They do it for the love of the community. So, I asked each to tell me a little about
themselves, so we can all get to know them a little better. We’ll start in this issue and include more in future issues. —Rik

Judy Andersen, President.
Born and raised on a farm in
eastern Nebraska, Judy grew up
riding horses. Her best friend was
Babe, a beautiful palomino mare.
She graduated from the University of Nebraska before moving
to upstate NY to teach; and, yes,
she’s a Husker fan. Judy taught
for 11 years, the last nine in Kingston. Then, she worked in the
corporate world for 12 years in
the engineering department at A&P. After switching gears
again, Judy has been a realtor for the last 20 years, with the
past 17 spent running her own business as broker/owner of
Advantage: Buyer Realty, in New City. She moved to Lake
Lucille 6 ½ years ago and served as Treasurer on the Board for
the last four. Judy retired this summer.

Kathleen Brennan, Secretary
“I've lived in Lake Lucille for five years.
My husband Ron and I originally
leased our house as tenants with the
idea that our stay here would be temporary. Well, we fell in love with the
location and community; very quickly,
this became our home. When our
landlord informed us that he had decided to put the house on the market
after only five months we looked at each other and said, "We
can't move!" So we bought the place. I have served on the
board for the past four years and help out with the Health of
the Lake Committee. When I am not enjoying our house and
neighborhood, I partner with architects and interiors designers to design beautiful bathrooms. In my spare time, I like to
take walks with Ron and our crazy beagle, Bella.” —Kathleen

Steve Murphy, Trustee
Steve has been one of the real “do-ers”
in Lake Lucille for awhile. He and Joan
moved here in 1988, and raised their
boys here. Matt, 24, is still living at
home while working locally, and Mike,
21, is in the US Army, stationed at Fort
Polk, LA. Since the early ‘90s, Steve has
served on the Board as trustee, vice
president, and president, with a rare break between '09 to '11.
Steve says, “I enjoy serving with and helping my neighbors and
friends on the LLPOA Board and in our community.”

Carol Wanamaker-Kaney,
Vice President
When it comes to Lake Lucille history, Carol has pretty much seen it
all. She has lived in the Lake Lucille
community for 61 years, growing
up here and then purchasing her
own home when she got the opportunity. Seven years ago, Carol
retired as Rockland County’s webmaster, and she used her
skills to develop and host Lake Lucille’s website. There, she’s
gathered a wealth of community history, information, and
fun stuff. Carol’s been a trustee on the board for about 14
years, and has served as VP for the last four. She has also
chaired the maintenance committee in recent years.

Jon Arras, Treasurer
When Terri Thal recently resigned as Treasurer, Jon graciously volunteered to fill this
critical role. Originally from Pennsylvania,
Jon has been living at the lake with his wife
Sarah and their daughter Miranda for just
over a year and a half. Jon and Sarah met at
Pennsylvania State University while getting
their degrees in Theater Production. They all
love the lake and can't wait to share it with
the new addition to their family, who is due any day now.
Away from the lake Jon works for a scene shop in Valley Cottage as Director of Materials and Warehousing.

Juli Schaefer, Trustee
Juli has been active in the community since
she moved here 11 years ago. She organized
the Health of the Lake committee and initiated our stream– and lake-testing programs.
She has also been active in landscaping the
Lucille Blvd. entrance island. Juli grew up in
Nanuet, went on to Keene State College in
New Hampshire, and finished by earning an
MPA at Pace University. She spent 30 years
with working for New York State in Health
Care Administration for the Office of Mental Retardation.
Now retired, Juli does mostly volunteer work in horticulture,
music, church mission, and for the environment. She loves
animals, music, studying horticulture and botany at the New
York Botanical Gardens, travel, working out, helping her parents, and spending quiet evenings with Laraine and their
furry kids. Juli currently serves on three boards.

Around the lake
Welcome to the neighborhood...

By Jeanmarie Grahn

Brad & Shanna Winer, 1 Lucille Blvd.

Zoey Madison Kaplan, 346 S. Mountain Rd.

Originally from Boston and Nebraska, Brad and Shanna
Winer moved here from Westchester this June. Brad is a
Construction Manager for Con Edison and has been with
the company for 10 years.
Shanna manages a Pilates
studio in Westchester and
NYC. Both avid sports
fans, don’t be alarmed if
you hear yelling from
their house on Saturday
as they watch the Nebraska Cornhuskers and
Sunday as they watch the
Shanna and Brad
Patriots. Brad and Shanna
are thrilled to be part of
the Lake Lucille community and have realized quickly
there’s a common theme among residents here and
that’s having a dog. They are hoping to adopt a puppy
sometime next year!

Among the latest additions
to the Lake Lucille community, is Zoey Madison Kaplan.
At 6 lbs. 7 oz., she was born
at 7 a.m. on the nose,
November 9, 2012, just
about a week after Superstorm Sandy ripped through
the area. Much to the delight of her parents, Alex and
Don Kaplan, Zoey's big sister
Lily is looking forward to
Alex, Lily, and Zoey
having the pint-sized paddler join her soon on the beach, canoeing and snagging
the big ones at the annual fishing tournament.

Sofia Grace Newman,
360 S. Mountain Rd.
Our newest member of the
community arrived on January
6, 2013, at 1:16 am — all 8
pounds, 1 ounce and 20 inches
of her. Marc and Kaitilin, and
brother Nicholas, are thrilled
that Sofia has joined them.

A collective “thank you”
While Superstorm Sandy brought hardship to many people
in Lake Lucille, it also brought out the best in our community. Many neighbors stepped up to share food,
generators, electricity,
gasoline, and even their
living space with those
who were otherwise
making the most of
flashlights and blankets.

Cleaning up Irene’s mess

With Superstorm Sandy fresh in our minds, it’s easy to
forget that we still had damage from Hurricane Irene
around the dam, which is maintained by the Town of
Clarkstown. In January,
the Town repaired some
of the more serious
damage to the “Baby
Lake” shoreline and to
the area around the
head wall and drain,
which is located at the
corner of the Leavitt’s
property near the sluice gate. The Health of the Lake Committee will be reaching out to the Town to see what they
have planned for the damage to the remaining shoreline
and the silt buildup in the pond. Thanks to Steve Murphy
for this update.
With the community well knocked out, a small group
also quickly came together to get a gas generator up and
running for more than a week. This required a vigilant
routine of waiting in long gas lines and filling the tank
several times a day. Once, this required
driving to New
Paltz to get
gasoline.
Thanks, Bob,
Don, Ron,
Steve, and
Danny!

