
Lake Lucille 
NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER  

Winter 2014 

Remembering Burt 
Burt Leavitt, who passed away on November 13, was a 
long-time member of our community and an active mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees for the last several years. He 
was also one of the most thoughtful and generous people 
I’ve known, freely giving of his time throughout his life to 
help other people. Any one who had the good fortune to 
know him will miss him deeply. Burt and Marion’s daugh-
ter, Cheryl, who grew up in Lake Lucille, was kind enough 
to write the following, in memory of Burt. —Rik Paul 

 
Burt and Marion Leavitt 
moved to Lake Lucille in 1964 with 
five children in tow. For two years 
they lived at 1 Morningside Road, 
and then in 1966 moved across the 
bridge to their home at 3 Lucille 
Blvd. At that time, it was the origi-
nal barn, which had been con-
verted into a tavern, and then four 
apartments.  

The Leavitts moved in and gradu-
ally took over the whole house. The 
family thoroughly enjoyed all the 
community had to offer: swim-
ming; boating; exploring; catching 
fish, turtles, and crayfish; commu-
nity picnics and ball games at the 
field; Aqua Days celebrations on 
the lake; skating in the winter; 

Christmas tree bonfires on the ice; sledding on the golf course; bik-
ing and skinning knees; hiking through the woods; sometimes 
walking to and from school at Street School; and being a home for 

lots of pets (dogs, cats, chickens, rabbits, snakes, turtles, a 
monkey, a pony, and a horse!).  

Linda and Debbie got married and moved out. In 1974, 
Neila was born. In 1978, the house burned to the ground. 
After one year, the current house was built, and Burt, 
Marion, and Norman continued to live there while the 
other children moved on. 

After Burt’s death on November 13 we had a busy 
month. On December 14,  Marion moved into Sunrise 
Senior Living, an enhanced assisted-living facility, which 
provides as much care as she needs with her Parkinson’s 
Disease and will be able to change the level of care as her 
needs change. Please call or visit Marion in her new 

home. Her address is 233 North Main Street, #114, New City, NY 
10956; 845-323-4913. 

Norman and Ross Wanamaker continue to live at 3 Lucille Blvd. 
Thank you to all our neighbors now and over the years for all the 

support you have given us. This has been an incredible community 
to live in and be a part of! It has been a gift for us. I hope all of you 
feel it is a gift, too. Sincerely,  Cheryl Flugaur-Leavitt. 

Thank you, Marion 
On January 26, Cheryl sent a letter to LLPOA president Judy Ander-

sen saying that her mother Marion wants to donate some money to the 

LLPOA “in honor of the Leavitt family and all that we have gotten 

from the community over the years.” Marion provided a very generous 

donation of $5,000 “to go towards whatever community improvements 

the Board deems appropriate.” 

Judy says that the Board is deeply grateful and that they will try to use 

the money in a way that honors Burt and Marion and the things they 

believed in.  

Cold play  
For skating, cross-country skiing, or just enjoying 
the natural beauty, this has been a winter to sa-
vor. For shoveling out driveways, maybe not so 
much. The subfreezing temps have given us more 
skating opportunities than we’ve had in years. And 
thanks goes to Ron Wasserman for maintaining 
the mini skating rink near the beach. 

Still, several people in New York have died this 
winter by falling through lake ice. Several people 
have broken through while trying to save their 
dogs. NBC’s Today Show has a helpful video on 
what to do if you fall through ice at http://
www.today.com/video/today/54001371#54001371 
(or go to Today.com and search for “Survival 

Tips.” Plus, the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources offers these ice-safety 
facts to keep in mind: 
New ice is stronger than old ice. While four 
inches of clear, new ice may support a person, a 
foot or more of old, partially-thawed ice may not. 
Ice seldom freezes uniformly. It may be a 
foot thick in one location and only an inch or 
two just a few feet away. 
Snow slows the freezing process and re-
duces how much weight the ice sheet can 
support. 
Ice near shore can be weaker than ice that’s 
further out.  



Chekhov returns to Lake Lucille 
 

Brian Mertes and Melissa Kievman will again be bringing their 
theatrical magic and provocative cast of characters to the lake on 
September 7, 2014.  But this year that’s only the beginning. A small 
documentary film crew will be joining the regular cast to record 
the planning, pre-production setup, rehearsals, and play in an at-
tempt to capture on film this unique form of environmental theater 

that we have enjoyed for 
years. The filming will con-
tinue for about three weeks 
following the play before the 
project moves into post-
production. It should be fasci-
nating to watch the film take 
shape from the inside-out.  

Our community will also 

Halloween party LLPOA Board of Trustees 

President Judy Andersen 
Vice President Carol Kaney 
Treasurer Jon Arras 
Secretary Kathleen Brennan 
Trustees: Jack Jacobs, Ed Klass, 
Burt Leavitt, Steve Murphy, Matt 
Musikar, Rik Paul, Danny Petrow, 
Juli Schaefer, Brad Winer 
 

Who to contact: 
Board business or questions:                
Judy Andersen, 639-2457;            
judy@advantagebuyer.com 
Web site & directory: Carol Kaney, 
634-1244, carolkaney@verizon.net 
Newsletter: Rik Paul, 638-0567,  
rikndebi@verizon.net 
 

Committees 
Health of the Lake: Juli Schaefer,    
304-3185, mzjulis@aol.com 
Well: Ron Wasserman, 639-4082,   
ronwass@trilaterus.com 
Social: Jeanmarie Grahn, 634-8890, 
jeanmariegrahn@gmail.com 
Fishing derby: Rob Collazo, 638-
1138, collaz0@optonline.net 

 
 

Join more than 35 of your 
neighbors at an online social com-
munity that’s only for Lake Lucille. 
Go to LakeLucille.Nextdoor.com. 

Planning a private event? To use commu-
nity property or facilities, check the guide-
lines and fill out the “LLPOA Event Request 
Form” (both are under Documents on the 
Lake Lucille website) and submit it to Judy 
Andersen for board approval. 

benefit. In 
return for 
giving Brian 
and Melissa 
permission to 
carry out the 
project, in a vote at our last general 
meeting, they will be donating about 
$20,000 to the LLPOA to help main-
tain the health of the lake. Mean-
while, Brian and Melissa promise 
that the extra filming will minimize 
any impact on the community’s day-
to-day needs during September.  

Sounds like a win-win. 

As trick-or-treating was winding down on October 
31, the ballfield came to life. Kids and parents 
showed, cloaked in an array of creative and spooky 
costumes and disguises. Yes, with this year’s Hallow-
een party, Barbara Kamali and Joan Murphy success-
fully revived a Lake Lucille tradition that has been 
missed for too long.  

There were munchies and an assort-
ment of activities for the kids, including 
a mummy wrap contest, a treasure hunt 
in the leaves, and a bean-bag toss. Even 
the weather cooperated, with the ex-
pected rain holding off until later in the 
evening. Overall, it was a great event 
that gave our kids a memorable night 
and helped build our community’s spirit. 

Thanks also to the volunteers who helped with 
setup and cleanup!  

More photos 
are posted 
on our 
website at 
www.Lake 
Lucille.com. 
Click on the 
Community 
tab. 



Beach party  
It’s hard to believe that it was only a few 
months ago that we celebrated the beginning of 
fall with our annual community picnic.  

Dave and Melanie Howard did a great job, as 
usual, in organizing the festivities and volun-
teers, and in ensuring there was plenty of good 
food to eat.  

This year’s event also marked a first: pony 
rides for the kids. And it took only one look at 
the long line of kids who were waiting to ride 
and pet the horses, and the spellbound looks in 

More photos are 
posted on our 
website at 
www.LakeLucille
.com. Click on 
the “Community” 
tab. 

Digging? Call 811 first. 
 

Are you planning any digging around your property? It’s 
important that you call 811 first. The LLPOA has recently 
registered with the New York State’s Dig Safely program, 
which is intended to prevent accidental damage to our 
gas and water lines from a digging operation. 

After you’ve made the call, the program contacts any regis-
tered utilities with service lines in the area to alert them that 
their lines need to be marked before digging begins. Because the 
LLPOA is, in fact, a small utility that’s responsible for our water 

their eyes, to see that it was a huge success.  
Thanks also go to Rob Collazzo, who helped 

at the grill; Barbara Kamali, who conducted a 
treasure hunt in the beach sand for the kids; 
and Ron Wasserman, who donated his ice-
cream trolley, stocked with free ice cream for 
the day.  

And, of course, thanks to all of the 
neighbors who contributed to the pot-luck 
offerings and helped with the setup and 
cleanup. It was truly a community event. 

pipes, a representative from the LLPOA will ensure our 
lines are marked.  

This became an issue recently when O&R was servicing 
a utility pole and, while digging, accidentally damaged 
one of our water pipes, resulting in a water leak and 
expensive repair. If the water line had been marked prior 

to digging, this could have been prevented.  
Dig Safely is available 24/7. But you must call at 

least two, and not more than 10, days before dig-
ging. For more info on this program, go to 
www.digsafelynewyork.com. 



Around the lake 
Lovable cats need a new home 
 

Dot and Pixel have lived with the Leavitt family since 
they were kittens. They are 5-year-old neutered brothers 
who are bonded to each other. They are very calm and 
love attention, and they are used to being indoor/
outdoor cats. They have lived with dogs.  
Marion, however, has 
moved to a nursing home 
and they can’t go with 
her. They would love to 
come live with you! (After 
all, everyone needs more 
love in their life!)  
Please call: Marion 
Leavitt and Cheryl Leavitt  
Phone: 845-634-8202 

 Rik Paul, Trustee 
 

When I was first contacted by a 
head hunter about the possibility 
of moving from our home in Los 
Angeles to take a new job in New 
York, Debi said, “I don’t know why 
you’re updating your resume, I’m 
not moving!” Well, she hadn’t seen 
Lake Lucille yet, and the rest is history. I took the job as Con-
sumer Reports’ Automotive Editor, and when we moved in 
2000, we were so happy to have found Lake Lucille and the 
great people here. We can’t think of a better place for Nathan 
and Maryn to grow up. Since I grew up in Cherry Hill, NJ, it’s 
also been nice to have seasons again. This is my eighth year as 
a board trustee, and I continue to be inspired by the people 
who give generously of their time to help the community. 

Welcome to the neighborhood 
Ken & Erin Premo,                        
5 Lucille Blvd.   
 

The Premo family moved into Lake Lucille this 

past July. Ken and Erin, with their daughters 

Quinn (7) and Clare (4) and their dog Sam-

son, come from the Saratoga Springs, NY, 

area.  Arriving here during the summer gave 

them plenty of opportunity to meet the won-

derful residents of the community and to take 

advantage of all of the summer activi-

ties!  While the girls favor swimming, they  

also love ice skating.  If you have yet to meet 

Ken, Erin and the girls, they welcome you to 

stop by and introduce yourself. 

Erin, Ken, Quinn, and Clare 
Premo enjoying the snow. 

Meet the board 

Matt Musikar, Trustee 
 

Matt grew up in the town of Putnam Valley, 
which is called the “Town of Lakes.” He moved to 
Lake Lucille 13 years ago, seeing it as a great 
place to raise a family. Matt met Joi in college, and 
they have been married for 15 years . They have 
two boys, Scott, 11, and Brandon, 9. They also 
have a dog Molly who loves to swim; three guinea 
pigs, Claire, Penelope, and Sara; and a baby 
cockatiel named Peppy.  

For leisure, Matt loves to do yard work, sleep, 
play pool, help neighbors and friends, plan house projects, raise 
money to help autistic families, and go out socially for a few 

beers. He is also a Yankee and Giants fan.  
Matt works for InfoGroup Targeting Solu-

tions in business development and marketing 
management roles. Some of the accounts he 
has worked on include: Nordstrom, Macys by 
Mail, Abercrombie & Fitch, Sur La Table, 
Charles Tyrwhitt Shirts USA, Victoria’s Secret, 
and Wine Enthusiast. During the past 1½ 
years, Matt also now markets Life key events 
data.  Matt holds an MBA in Marketing from St. 
Thomas Aquinas College, BS in Business Ad-
ministration from The State University of New 

York at Oswego School of Business, and an AAS in Marketing 
from State University of New York at Delhi.  

Matt, with Joi, Scott, and Brandon 

The LLPOA Board of Trustees welcomed two new members recently: Matt Musikar and Brad Winer.    
I asked each to provide some information about themselves, so that we can get to know them better. 

Dot and Pixel 

Brad Winer, Trustee 
 

Originally from the metro Boston 
Area, Brad is an avid Boston sports 
fan, as evident by the seasonal chang-
ing of his sports team flags on their 
porch. Brad is a Veteran of the United 
States Navy, where he served as a 
Nuclear Operator aboard the USS En-
terprise, and is a graduate of Manhat-
tan College. Brad and his wife Shanna moved 
into the community in June 2012 and immediately took to the 
Lake Lucille Community. They welcomed their first addition to 
their family in August when they adopted a rescue boxer mix 
puppy, Lincoln. Brad is currently employed with Consolidated 
Edison of New York, where he serves as Construction Manager 
for the company’s infrastructure improvement.  

Brad and Shanna 


